A connectionist approach to the organization and continuity of working models of attachment.
Most research on adult attachment dynamics has been conducted under the assumption that working models are generalized cognitive-motivational structures that are highly stable and activated in a wide array of circumstances. Recent research, however, suggests that people develop attachment representations that are relationship specific, leading them to hold distinct working models in different kinds of relationships. The objective of this article is to outline a connectionist approach to the working model construct that has the potential to explain how global and relationship-specific working models are organized within the same mental system and how different learning environments can support continuity in those representations over time.